
 

 

Leinster North Road Federation. 

 
   

North road racing has a long tradition  in the South of Ireland, however, of late, the 

number of organisations dedicated to the pursuit of North Road Racing has dwindled. 

One such organisation committed to North Road Racing is the Leinster North Road 

Federation, which is made up of Clubs from Wexford, Enniscorty, Newross, Kilkenny 

& Carlow, in turn, North Road National Racing is undertaken with the 

 Eire North Road National Flying Club est 1949.  

At the recent AGM. of the Federation I was asked if I might help promote both the Fed 

and North road racing in general over the coming year. 

I will start with an appeal to the officials and members of the clubs involved to 

contact me with any interesting material, new or old that I might be able to use over 

the coming months, there is no use saying that you didn‟t get a mention in the books, 

if you have not supplied any information, that will be the reason. 

 Results will go in automatically, They are easy to get nowadays, it‟s the relevant 

information that goes with those results that‟s important and that can only be supplied 

by the fanciers themselves. 

In hindsight, some fantastic performances by members of this Federation have gone 

unpublished over the last few years, maybe we can address that situation in some 

future articles. 

First I would like to do a profile on some of the Clubs involved in the Fed, starting 

with, 

 Enniscorty RPC. 
 This club has a long established history of North road Racing. 

To highlight this, I am indebted to John Dobbs the former Secretary of the club for 

supplying some very interesting material for use in my first contribution. 

 From the Enniscorty Echo of August 1983 came this rundown of Pigeon Racing in 

the town.  

Pat Hendrick’s blue hen is home with those simple words, the pigeon racing 

fraternity, a dedicated lot, once again bowed to the superiority of St Aidan‟s Villas 

man Pat Hendrick‟s, who for many years had dominated the racing scene in 

Enniscorty. He was one of many old timers that kept the hobby alive and well, over 

many years, and who helped lay the foundations for the well organised and 

progressive racing pigeon scene in the town at that time. 

Harking back, Billy Plummer, of St Aidan‟s Villas, was the Chairman of the club in 

those early days. Billy first got involved in pigeon racing about 1954 and still 

remembers with fondness some of the very early fanciers of that time, Oliver Power, 

The Kehoe Bros, Pat Flood, Jim Hoganm, Fintan Carty, Paddy o Connor, Bunker 

Millar, Tom Milar, Lar & Joe Sinnott of the Ross Road, and not forgetting Pat 

Hendricks and his little blue hen that broke many a heart on race days. 

Another old timer was Pat Doyle of the Ross Road, a man that was racing pigeons 

long, long before there was ever an organised club in the town, veteran Pat got 

involved through his younger brother Ned. In the early day‟s fanciers had to run to 

Nell Willard‟s corner, Patrick street, to time in. It was a former Dublin GAA star, 

“Snitchy” Ferguson that imported clocks and supplied the club with its first clock, a 

Girod from France at a cost of  £20, nowaday„s of course, everybody has their own 

clock. In the early day‟s the birds were transported by rail, but when the railway 

closed down, it was some time before road transport was arranged, eventually 



 

 

provided by the Wexford RPC with their own truck. 

Pat Doyle recalls that there was always‟s a few interested in pigeons in Enniscorty, 

but then along came a young man, bursting with enthusiasm for the sport, by the name 

of Tony Kehoe from Old Church. 

Tony kehoe was the real success of pigeon racing in Enniscorty, a great organiser & a 

very able young man with great ideas and a go ahead attitude. Pigeon racing in Ireland 

and  Enniscorty in particular owes a great deal to his organisational skills. At a later 

date I will follow on with a more in dept story on Tony Kehoe. 

 

Cill Chainnigh NR.RPC. Kilkenny. 

Our most recent addition to the federation, although North Road racing was the staple 

for members in the past, with many outstanding performances into the city over the 

years. Nowadays the club is made up of members from both the city and surrounding 

towns, mainly Graiugenamannagh, those members having previously flown with the 

NewRoss club. 

 

 

Barrow Valley RPC. Carlow 

Founded in 1990 to continue North Road Racing into one of its strong holds. 

 North road racing has been the norm into the Carlow area since 1965. The club has 

many National winners among its 34 strong membership, and competition is fierce. 

 

New Ross RPC. 

Again, another long established North Road Club going back many years. The club 

has produced many Federation and National winners. they, like Wexford are situated 

in the south east of the country in idyllic surroundings.   

Their Secretary Kathleen writes, 

The keeping of pigeons as a past-time has been very popular with young lads over the 

decades, and such was the case in New Ross during the late 1940s and early 50s 

however it wasn‟t until the early 1960s that the club was formed. 

Originally named St Francis after the saint and his love for animals, especially the 

feathered kind it was later changed to the New Ross & District with the arrival of 

fanciers from Graiguenamanagh, Carrigbyrne, and Ballycullane. 

In those early years equipment within clubs was very limited due to the expense of 

items such as race hampers and clocks, in fact in 1957 army crates were still being 

used to house the birds while on route to the race points. During these times on race 

day the club would have centrally positioned a clock, so that on return of a bird a 

member or someone acting on his behalf would run with the race rubber to the clock 

to time the said bird. To this present day fanciers such as John Kelly, the Sinnott Bros, 

William & Terry, Francis Kelly and Pat Ronan just to mention a few, entertain the 

present members with tales of some of the antics these runners as they were known 

got up to (including themselves) all those years ago. 

In 1966 the club was to face a major obstacle when the local railway station closed, 

thus ending the transport of birds to race points. At this time some members joined 

Enniscorthy and Wexford clubs and enjoyed some success while there, however 

within a short period of time, they were back flying with the club once the transport 

problem had been solved. 

 

The early seventies saw some club members enjoy success while competing in the 

Eire National races from Scotland and The Shetlands, race points such as Girvan 



 

 

Ardrossan Fraserburg, Perth, Forth William, Thurso, and of course Lewrick. One such 

member the late Paddy Murphy of Arnestown, still remembered fondly by club 

members who knew him, his reputation as a fancier, the performance of his black 

pigeons are still talked about in the club today. 

Paddy entered this marathon race on two occasions during the seventies, sending just 

one entry each time and took a position on the National result sheet on both occasions, 

the story of his family of blacks and how their offspring went on to help other fanciers 

to success is well known throughout Ireland and the U.K. Over the years other 

members have also known success at National level, men such as Pat Ronan  

Johnny Flemming Tony Kehoe Jim Power,  Jack Power , & J.O Neill just to mention 

a few (apologies now to any member I have forgotten to mention here) right up to the 

present times with Pat Ronan and J.O. Neill both taking positions on the National 

result sheet in 2013. 

The 1990s was to see dramatic changes for north road fanciers, the popularity of south 

road racing was on the increase, new clubs were being formed to facilitate fanciers 

wanting to race from the south, soon the north road was in decline and the club had no 

choice but to follow the trend and turn south. 

As the south round dominated the scene over the following years, our members 

enjoyed success both at Federation and National level, but the passion for North road 

racing remained with some club members, and in the early 2000s they left the club 

and formed a the North road club in New Ross. Soon afterwards fanciers from 

Enniscorthy and Wexford who shared the same passion for North road racing as their 

New Ross counterparts got together and this was the renewal of the North Road 

Federation. 

The last few years has seen a steady increase in the interest for north road racing, with 

the arrival of clubs from Carlow and Kilkenny into the federation. 

Back in New Ross the north road club had lost its premises to urban development in 

2011. The premises of the New Ross & Dist club was no longer being used, as its 

members were now flying through the new south road club. The 2011 season saw the 

north road club rent these premises and at the end of the season it was agreed by all 

members that the North Road fanciers would fly once again under the banner of the 

New Ross & Dist come 2012. 

The club now has a strong membership of north road flyers, in 2013 members such as 

Pat Ronan J.O. Neill John Tobin and Keith Gardiner took positions on federation 

result sheets, with Pat Ronan & J.O.Neill also taking positions at National level, and 

maybe other club members will enjoy the same success in the coming years. 

The club would like to extend their thanks to all who helped the secretary compile this 

article. 

Wexford RPC. 

Some of the best North road racing men in Ireland came from the town of Wexford, it 

being one of the strongest places outside of Dublin for pigeon racing, names such as 

Willy Witty, Phil & Angela Whitmore, Bobby Hoare, Marty Siggans, Séanie Sinnott, 

The Mahoney„s, & Hopper McGrath were all synonymous with North road racing in 

the past and were a huge influence on others starting out in the pigeon game down 

through the years, helping clubs all around the south east to get up and running. 

 

 

All of the above clubs are situated in towns & Cities that have over the years been 

dedicated to  North road racing into the South of Ireland, from such race points as 

Girvan, Mauchline, Perth, Frazerburgh, Thurso & Lerwick all in Scotland and the 



 

 

Islands. 

 In recent times with the upsurge in sprinting and the emergence of south road racing 

it has been difficult to sustain racing from the North, however there is always a 

nucleus of hard core North Roaders, who, when all is said and done are admired by all 

who know them, and by those who appreciate the difficulties encountered by their 

birds while negotiating those long and hazardous journey‟s from the north of 

Scotland. 

At this point I don‟t want to mention any names in particular for fear of leaving 

anybody out, but hopefully they will emerge again in the coming season as they have 

done in the past, and we can highlight their performances in the weeklies during the 

year. 

That‟s it for this time, hopefully, with the editors permission, I will be able to give a 

weekly update around the clubs of the Leinster North road Federation from now on. 

Any news, I can be contacted on, 00353599145419 or 

FrancisCorcoran@alpinelofts.net  

 

Punch 
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